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A multi instrumental artiste, Dr. Aranyakumar studied Maihar style instrumental Music under 

legendary Sarod Maestro Pt.Rajeev Taranath, Sitarist Pt. Sudhir Phadke and  Smt.Sandhya 

Apte. Belonging to the family of North Karnataka ‘Bayalata’ drama writer Shri Shivanand Kavi 

Munenni, he also studied about eight classical instruments under Gurus Shri Palaxadeva, Ustad 

Hameed Khan, Pt.Partha Chatterjee and Smt.Vidyavati Vajpeyi. He is credited with All India 

Radio ‘A’ grade in Sitar and ‘B High’ grade in Surbahar, Dilruba, Tarshehnai and Esraj 

instruments. Alongside, he is skilled in playing and teaching Sarod, Harmonium, Violin, 

Santoor, Tabla instruments.  

 

Aranyakumar is honored with Swarsamrat Pt.Basavraj Rajguru Rashtriya Yuva Puraskar, 

Dharwad (2018), Tansen Music Academy Yuva Kala Puraskar, Chennai (2018), Appashri 

Prashasthi, Kadaravalli (2020). Recognizing his musical achievements, a documentary titled 

‘Bandish’ was produced by PSBT and broadcasted by Doordarshan in 2006. He has performed 

in major cultural festivals of National and International venues such as Conservatory of 

Vicenza in Italy.  

 

Aranyakumar has worked as Textbook Committee Member for PUE Board of Karnataka. His 

book ‘Hindustani Samaya Raga Parichaya’ was rewarded by Kannada Pustaka Pradhikar of 

Bangalore. He was a founder president of ‘Dharwad Music Society’ and ‘Nadayoga Society, 

Gajaminal’ the organizations working for the benefits of the Music field and rural people. He 

is currently working on Wolf-tone management in Esraj & Dilruba instruments. He is skilled 

in making musical instruments and working on designing of a new instrument. 
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